HERItAGE OF KABNATAkA

monasteries came into existence and made education
perhaps less aristocratic but more religious. Centres of
Jaina learning also sprang and gave impetus to the study
of Kannada alongside of Sanskrit and Prakrit, at least from
the 4th and 5th century A. D. Thus educational activity
became as varied as religious life itself. Some of the
centres of higher education were the Agrahara, the Brah-
mapuri, the Matha and the Ghatika.l "The most impor-
tant of these establishments was the Agrahara, consisting of
a community of learned Brahmins, whose profound scholar**

ship attracted students from different places----It was here

that people of diverse 'races and religions assembled. The
Agraharas, may, therefore, be said to have constituted the
real universities of mediaeval India, the stadium generate or
the schools of universal learning ",2 The surprisingly large
number of Agraharas in every century and the astonishing
munificence of the state and the public that brought them
into being or helped them to thrive is one oi the commend-
able features of Karnataka culture.8 The Agrahara was
mostly a village, situated in natural surroundings and was a

1 Agrahara and Matha are explained presently in the
course of this chapter. Brahmapuri is a part of a town or
city, in which Brahmins lived, a kind of suburb for the
privileged community. Education used to be provided in
them almost on the lines of an Agrahara. Ghatika was
a centre of higher education like Agrahara defined as
'Colleges of learned men* and it could be situated in a
city. Its distinction from an Agrahara is not quite clear.
*  G. M. Moraes: Kadambakula, p. 287,
*  &* S, Altekar: Education in Ancient India,  p. 297.-